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Elfrieda Brose, Chair, Board of Nominations
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Graham Gertz, Acting Chair Board of Trustees
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

ADVENT COMMUNION
Ebenezer Baptist Church
nd

December 2 , 2018, 10:30 a.m.
Gathering of the Community
Welcome and Call to Worship
Hymn #171: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1 solo–
Miriam Davidson) )
Prayer and Greeting

Worship and Word
Songs of Praise
Children’s Focus and Lighting of Advent Wreath
Advent Song: When God Is A Child (v. 1)
Announcements
Reading: Romans 13:11–14 (read by Darren Lof)
Pastoral Prayer
Offertory: Now Come Redeemer of our Race (D.
Buxtehude), played by Wayne Faszer

Communion
Message: “Christmas Preparations” (Dr. John Oakes)
Song: Behold the Lamb (K. & K. Getty, S. Townend)
Communion

Monday
Geoff Hartt, Executive Director of Hispanics for Christ.
Geoff Hartt leads Hispanics for Christ, which exists to plant
Spanish-speaking churches and to train leaders for those
churches. They currently have church planters in the United
States, Mexico, Paraguay, and Argentina. We pray for continuing discussions about formal partnerships between
Sioux Falls Seminary, Hispanics for Christ, and the Argentinian schools.

Tuesday
We pray for our neighbourhood and for all who live and work in South
Vancouver. We thank God for the opportunities we have to serve and
reach out to them and we ask God’s help and guidance to do so more
effectively.
Wednesday
We lift up our preparations and programming for the Advent and Christmas seasons, including all our regular and special worship services, the
Advent Bible Study (Wednesdays), the Christmas Gathering (December
8), and the Stanley Park Carol Ride (December 23). We pray that God
will bless and minister through all that we do to build up our church and
spread the gospel.
Thursday
On our BCNAB prayer list this week, we remember Pastor Roger Liegmann (Lead ), Pastor Carrie Liegmann, as well as the other staff, leaders and people involved in the WestMOUNT/BCNAB church plant, Kelowna. We ask God’s continued provision for and blessing on their ministries and outreach as they work to build a new congregation together.
Friday
We lift up our Senior Pastor, Music Director, Elders, Deacons, other
staff and leaders. May they know the presence, enabling and guidance
of the Holy Spirit, especially during this busy season in the church year.
Saturday
We pray for our sick, shut-ins and bereaved, and for all who care for
them. May they find healing and wholeness, comfort and peace, in
Christ.

Response and Dismissal
Special Offering
Hymn #172: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Benediction
You are invited to join us for refreshments
in the Narthex immediately after the service.

If you would like prayer for any person or reason,
please contact Pastor John or the church office. We
can pray for folks publicly by name during the Pastoral
Prayer and/or list them in the Sunday bulletin, as well
as arranging prayer through the Prayer Chain.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Happy Birthday Bill!
The flowers in the sanctuary today are in honour of Bill Weiss’s 85th
birthday. We offer our prayers for, as well as congratulations to Bill,
Pearl and the whole family on this significant milestone.
Christmas Gathering
Our annual Christmas Gathering will be held on Saturday, December 8 at 6 p.m. in the Lower Auditorium. Everyone is invited. Please
sign up at the Welcome Centre. The cost is $5 for individuals and
$10 for families. There is also a sign-up sheet for volunteers to decorate, prepare food and clean up. All help is welcome and much appreciated. Please talk to Graham Gertz or Rhea Ravanera if you have
any questions.
Stanley Park Carol Ride
On Sunday, December 23, 3.00-5:30 p.m., there will be a great opportunity to go carol singing on a 25-minute horse-drawn carriage
ride in Stanley Park. You can sign up for specific rides at the Welcome
Centre after church. The cost is $13 per person for adults and
youth, $8 per child, and from $35 per family. We’ll be meeting at
Stanley Park Horse Barn. Further info is available at the Welcome
Centre and from Kirsten Oakes.
Prayer Meeting
Our next monthly congregational prayer meeting will be next Saturday, 10:00 a.m. in the Parlour. Please join us for this important
opportunity to pray for our church and our neighbourhood.
Youth Group
Youth Alpha continues Friday, December 7 with Talk 13: “Church:
What About the Church?” We’ll be meeting in the Youth Room (3A)
and starting the programme at 7:00 p.m.
Year-End Wrap-Up
If you have outstanding expense claims for 2018 church programmes, please submit them with your receipts as soon as possible to the church office, using the pink Cheque Requisition forms.

REGULAR MID-WEEK PROGRAMMES
Challengers
Challengers (55+) meets this Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower
Auditorium. Rev. Tony Tremblett will be our speaker. Please bring a
sandwich for your lunch. Christmas banquet tickets are available
from Rose Masing or Sandra Gertz for a cost of $15 each.
Wednesday Bible Study
The Bible study continues on December 5, 6:30–8:00 p.m. in the
Parlour, with a four-week Advent study, “Preparing the Way,” beginning with a time of worship.
Choir Practices
Choir meets today and Thursday practices continue at 7:30 p.m.

WELCOME TO EBENEZER!
A warm welcome to all our visitors! Wherever you are on your
spiritual journey, we are happy to see you. We hope you enjoy
your time with us and sense God’s presence. If you’d like to get
in touch, please fill out the Welcome Card in the pew in front of
you and place it in the offering plate or contact our Senior Pastor
directly. Thanks for joining us. God bless you!

THIS MORNING
Greeters
Our Greeters for December are Jack and Rose Masing
Prayer Partners during the Worship Service
December 9: Doug Reichert; Diana Reichert
Nursery (Located near the ramp on the north side).
The Church nursery is open for the use of parents with infants up to
2-years-old but there are no care providers.
Noah’s Place (2-4 yrs); Children K—Grade 6; Youth Sunday School
Children's Sunday School is from 11:00-12:00. Children are invited
to leave the service after Children’s Focus. The 2-4-year-olds are
to be picked up at the close. Children Kindergarten to Grade 6 will
be released from the Parlour at the end of the service.
Noah's Place Helpers
December 2: Aurea Sayo and Hans Fajarillo
December 9: Queen and Efe Agbonmwandolor
Choir
There is a practice today from 12:15–1:00 p.m. after the service
and coffee time.

NEXT SUNDAY
Advent Worship @ 10:30 a.m. Dr. John Oakes will be speaking
on A Song for the Ages (Luke 1: 46–56).

STEWARDSHIP: YEAR 2018
Weekly Goal: $ 4,230.00
Rec'd November 25: $ 5,061.00

YTD Goal: $ 214,810.00
YTD Rec'd: $ 242,789.02

Thank you for your faithful giving to the Lord!
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