News and updates about Ebenezer are also available on
Facebook, our website, and via email from Pastor John.
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Church Office Hours:
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM
PASTORAL STAFF
Senior Pastor, Dr. John Oakes
Tel: 604-779-2356 (cell); Email: seniorpastor@rockofhelp.com
(Pastor John is available for pastoral counselling and visitation by
appointment. His days off are Monday and one other day.)
Director of Music, Grant Gwynn
Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator, Amos Bohoussou
Tel: 1-438-402-9750; Email: bohoussouamos36@gmail.com
BOARD OF DEACONS
Crista Lof, Chair, Board of Christian Nurture,
Vacant, Chair, Board of Missions
Elfrieda Brose, Chair, Board of Nominations
Graham Gertz, Chair, Board of Stewardship
Graham Gertz, Acting Chair Board of Trustees
Noel Pocdolacion, Chair, Board of Ushers and Welcomers
Jennifer Sinclaire, Chair, Board of Women’s Ministries
BOARD OF ELDERS
Darren Lof; Sharon Tobert; Brian Kinniston; Bill Konnert; John
Oakes

“The mystery of Christ . . .
has now been revealed by the Spirit
to God's holy apostles and prophets.
This mystery is that through the
gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of
one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.”
(Ephesians 3:4–6)
10:30 a.m. Communion
“The ‘Mystery’ of Christ”
(Ephesians 3:1–12)
Dr. John Oakes

PRAYER AND PRAISE

COMMUNION CELEBRATION
Ebenezer Baptist Church
th

January 6 , 2018, 10:30 a.m.
Gathering of the Community
Welcome and Call to Worship
Hymn #197: We Three Kings
Prayer and Greeting
Announcements

Worship and Word
Songs of Praise
Children’s Focus
Reading: Ephesians 3:1–12 (read by Amos Bohoussou)
Pastoral Prayer
Offertory
Message: “The ‘Mystery’ of Christ” (Dr. John Oakes)

Communion
Hymn #194: As with Gladness Men of Old
Communion
Special Offering

Response and Dismissal

Monday
Shan Reed, NAB Missionary in Japan. For the past six
years, Shan has been part of Komyo Christian Church. Shan
has seen God at work in a lot of the areas of ministry she
serves in, including with the Japan Baptist Conference
youth, the Anointed Gospel Choir she is a part of, and the
ongoing English classes and baking classes at Komyo
Church. We pray for Shan as she works with the Japan Baptist Conference youth. We especially ask that the events during the
Christmas season would continue to bear fruit in new relationships and
deeper understandings of who Jesus is.

Tuesday
We pray for our neighbourhood and for all who live and work in South
Vancouver. We thank God for the opportunities we have to serve and
reach out to them and we ask God’s help and guidance to do so more
effectively.
Wednesday
We lift up Amos Bohoussou, our new Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator, as he begins ministry with us. We pray that God will also
strengthen and sustain him as he adjusts to life in Vancouver and to his
studies at Regent College. We ask God’s blessing on him and on his
work among us as we strive under God to build up our church and to
share the gospel in 2019.
Thursday
On our BCNAB prayer list this week, we remember Senior Pastor Phil
Johnson, Associate Pastor Richard Andres, as well as the other staff,
leaders and people of Osoyoos Baptist Church. We ask God’s continued
provision for and blessing on their ministries and outreach.
Friday
We lift up our Senior Pastor, Music Director, Elders, Deacons, other
staff and leaders. May they know the presence, enabling and guidance
of the Holy Spirit, especially during this busy season in the church year.
Saturday
We pray for our sick, shut-ins and bereaved, and for all who care for
them. We especially remember Ebenezer members who can no longer
attend regularly for health reasons, including Eugenie, Eugene, Irene,
Daralee, Jose and Elena, and Sylvia. May they find healing and wholeness, comfort and peace, in Christ.

Hymn #188: The First Noel
Benediction
You are invited to join us for refreshments
in the Narthex immediately after the service.

If you would like prayer for any person or reason,
please contact Pastor John or the church office. We
can pray for folks publicly by name during the Pastoral
Prayer and/or list them in the Sunday bulletin, as well
as arranging prayer through the Prayer Chain.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congregational Prayer Meeting
Congregational prayer meetings are now being held on the second
Saturday of every month. Please join us for our first meeting of the
new year on Saturday, January 12, 10:00–11:00 a.m. in the Parlour.
Meet Amos at the Parsonage
All children, youth, young adults and their parents are warmly invited to a free lunch at the parsonage next Sunday, January 13, at
12:30 p.m. to meet Amos Bohoussou and chat about family ministries. Space limitations obviously don't allow this to be a general church
invitation. But we strongly encourage young people and their parents to
join us, if you can. John Oakes
Friday Youth Group
Friday youth group will resume on the evening of Friday, January
25 in the Youth Room with Amos Bohoussou, our new Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator. Watch this space for more details!
Missions Fest
This year’s Missions Fest runs from January 18–20 at the Vancouver
Convention Centre. We will be taking a group of youth and young
adults to the youth rally on Friday, January 18, at 7:00 p.m. Please
note that registration is required to attend the conference. Full info is
available at www.missionsfestvancouver.ca.
Janice Katzberg
Janice Katzberg’s funeral arrangements have been delayed by the
family until February. They will be announced as soon as the details are
finalized.
Season’s Greetings
Greeting cards and year-end letters addressed to the church have
been posted on the Missions Board by the ramp entry in the narthex
area.
Coffee Service Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are always needed for the coffee fellowship after service. There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Centre and if you need
more info, please speak to Rhea Ravanera.

REGULAR MID-WEEK PROGRAMMES
Challengers
Challengers (55+) resumes this week Wednesday January 9, at 11:00
am when Rev. Tony Tremblett will be our speaker. Please bring a
sandwich for your lunch.
Wednesday Bible Study
The Bible study is taking a break to reorganize. We resume January 23, 6:30–8:00 p.m. in the Parlour (and hopefully, in one or two
other places!) with a new series on the Book of Acts.
Choir Practices
Choir resumes practices this week on Thursday, January 10 and
next Sunday, January 13.

WELCOME TO EBENEZER!
A warm welcome to all our visitors! Wherever you are on your
spiritual journey, we are happy to see you. We hope you enjoy
your time with us and sense God’s presence. If you’d like to get
in touch, please fill out the Welcome Card in the pew in front of
you and place it in the offering plate or contact our Senior Pastor
directly. Thanks for joining us. God bless you!

THIS MORNING
Greeters
Our Greeters for January are Rajender and Raj Rani Kumar
Prayer Partners during the Worship Service
January 6: Doug Reichert; Diana Reichert
January 13: Sharon Iseli; Merle Eisner; Johnny Ratum
Nursery (Located near the ramp on the north side).
The Church nursery is open for the use of parents with infants up to
2-years-old but there are no care providers.
Noah’s Place (2-4 yrs); Children K—Grade 6; Youth Sunday School
Children's Sunday School is from 11:00-12:00. Children are invited
to leave the service after Children’s Focus. The 2-4-year-olds are
to be picked up at the close. Children Kindergarten to Grade 6 will
be released from the Parlour at the end of the service.
Noah's Place Helpers
January 6: Aurea Sayo and Hans Fajarillo
January 13: Queen and Efe Agbonmwandolor
Choir
There is no practice today.

NEXT SUNDAY
Worship @ 10:30 a.m. Dr. John Oakes will be speaking on “Christ
in Glory“ (Acts 1:1–14), the first part of a new series on the Acts of
the Apostles.

STEWARDSHIP: YEAR 2018
Weekly Goal: $ 4,230.00
Rec'd December 30: $ 4,911.30

YTD Goal: $ 235,960.00
YTD Rec'd: $ 266,617.21

Thank you for your faithful giving to the Lord!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congregational Prayer Meeting
Congregational prayer meetings are now being held on the second
Saturday of every month. Please join us for our first meeting of the
new year on Saturday, January 12, 10:00–11:00 a.m. in the Parlour.
Meet Amos at the Parsonage
All children, youth, young adults and their parents are warmly invited to a free lunch at the parsonage next Sunday, January 13,
at 12:30 p.m. to meet Amos Bohoussou and chat about family ministries. Space limitations obviously don't allow this to be a general church
invitation. But we strongly encourage young people and their parents to
join us, if you can. John Oakes
Friday Youth Group
Friday youth group will resume on the evening of Friday, January
25 in the Youth Room with Amos Bohoussou, our new Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator. Watch this space for more details!
Missions Fest
This year’s Missions Fest runs from January 18–20 at the Vancouver Convention Centre. We will be taking a group of youth and
young adults to the youth rally on Friday, January 18, at 7:00 p.m.
Please note that registration is required to attend the conference. Full
info is available at www.missionsfestvancouver.ca.
Janice Katzberg
Janice Katzberg’s funeral arrangements have been delayed by the
family until February. They will be announced as soon as the details are
finalized.
Season’s Greetings
Greeting cards and year-end letters addressed to the church have
been posted on the Missions Board by the ramp entry in the narthex
area.
Coffee Service Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are always needed for the coffee fellowship after service. There is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Centre and if you
need more info, please speak to Rhea Ravanera.

REGULAR MID-WEEK PROGRAMMES
Challengers
Challengers (55+) resumes this week Wednesday January 9, at 11:00
am when Rev. Tony Tremblett will be our speaker. Please bring a
sandwich for your lunch.
Wednesday Bible Study
The Bible study is taking a break to reorganize. We resume January 23, 6:30–8:00 p.m. in the Parlour (and hopefully, in one or two
other places!) with a new series on the Book of Acts.
Choir Practices
Choir resumes practices this week on Thursday, January 10 and
next Sunday, January 13.

WELCOME TO EBENEZER!
A warm welcome to all our visitors! Wherever you are on your
spiritual journey, we are happy to see you. We hope you enjoy
your time with us and sense God’s presence. If you’d like to get in
touch, please fill out the Welcome Card in the pew in front of you
and place it in the offering plate or contact our Senior Pastor
directly. Thanks for joining us. God bless you!

THIS MORNING
Greeters
Our Greeters for January are Rajender and Raj Rani Kumar
Prayer Partners during the Worship Service
January 6: Doug Reichert; Diana Reichert
January 13: Sharon Iseli; Merle Eisner; Johnny Ratum
Nursery (Located near the ramp on the north side).
The Church nursery is open for the use of parents with infants up to
2-years-old but there are no care providers.
Noah’s Place (2-4 yrs); Children K—Grade 6; Youth Sunday School
Children's Sunday School is from 11:00-12:00. Children are invited
to leave the service after Children’s Focus. The 2-4-year-olds are
to be picked up at the close. Children Kindergarten to Grade 6 will
be released from the Parlour at the end of the service.
Noah's Place Helpers
January 6: Aurea Sayo and Hans Fajarillo
January 13: Queen and Efe Agbonmwandolor
Choir
There is no practice today.

NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
Worship @ 10:30 a.m. Dr. John Oakes will be speaking on “Christ
in Glory“ (Acts 1:1–14), the first part of a new series on the Acts of
the Apostles.

STEWARDSHIP: YEAR 2018
Weekly Goal: $ 4,230.00
Rec'd December 30: $ 4,911.30

YTD Goal: $ 235,960.00
YTD Rec'd: $ 266,617.21

Thank you for your faithful giving to the Lord!

